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Two West Orange Firefighters Injured While Battling House Fire 
 
 

April 12, 2103 – West Orange, NJ – Two West Orange firefighters were injured Tuesday 
while battling an early morning blaze that caused major damage to a Luddington Road 
home. 
 
Captain George Hesse suffered second degree burns to both wrists. He was treated and 
released from St. Barnabas Hospital. A second firefighter, Captain Brian Aker, sustained 
neck and shoulder injuries caused by a ceiling collapse. Aker did not go to the hospital. No 
other injuries were reported. 
 
According to Fire Chief Peter A. Smeraldo, the flames started on the third floor when 
combustible products leaning against a closet lamp caught fire. The contents of the attic 
were consumed in flames, causing the roof to collapse. 
 
Fire companies from neighboring towns, including Orange, East Orange, Montclair, South 
Orange, Maplewood and Irvington, provided mutual aid at the scene and also covered the 
town while West Orange firefighters battled the blaze. 
 
The fire was ruled accidental and the house has been declared uninhabitable. The home’s 
occupants have relocated with family members.  
 
“We are grateful to Chief Smeraldo, his crew and area firefighters for doing a tremendous 
job containing this fire,” Mayor Robert D. Parisi said. “I wish the two firefighters who were 
injured on the job a speedy recovery.” 
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