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Township Changes Municipal Election Date to Match November Election Day

December 11, 2013 — West Orange, NJ — In a 4-1 decision, the West Orange Township
Council voted to move the date of the municipal elections from May to November. By
eliminating the May election, the town is expected to save approximately $80,000 and
assure a larger voter turnout.

The move will also extend the terms of the officials scheduled to run in May 2014. At the
present time, those terms are supposed to end on June 30, 2014. Moving the election to
November would extend those terms to Dec. 31, 2014.

In the 2012 general election, 70 percent of registered voters in the Township voted. In the
2012 municipal election, 34 percent of registered voters cast their vote.

A state law allows towns with a nonpartisan municipal government that holds a municipal
election in May to move the election to the date of the general election in November.

“The numbers speak for themselves. Moving the election from May to November almost
doubles the number of people who are participating. It also reduces Election Day school
security concerns and will save the Township approximately $80,000. The combination of
increased voter participation, school safety and saving money makes this decision clear,”
Parisi said.
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