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National Endowment for the Arts Announces 2013 Our 
Town Grant Recipients 
  
ValleyArts one of 59 Projects Selected Nationwide 
  

Orange NJ -- The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) 

announced it plans today to award 59 Our Town grants 

totaling $4.725 million and reaching 34 states in the Our 

Town program's third year of funding.  ValleyArts, the arts 

service and activist organization of the Valley Arts District, is 

one of those recommended organizations and will receive 

$50,000 in support of ANIMATE ORANGE! a year-long arts 

initiative undertaken in collaboration with HANDS, Inc., 

Orange Board of Education, artists, and other community 

partners.   

  

Through Our Town, the NEA supports creative placemaking 

projects that help transform communities into lively, 

beautiful, and sustainable places with the arts at their core. 

The grantee projects will encourage creative activity, create 

community identity and a sense of place, and help revitalize 

local economies. All Our Town grant awards were made to 

partnerships that consisted of at least one nonprofit 

organization and a local government entity.  The local 

government partner for ANIMATE ORANGE! is the City of 

Orange Township.  
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The ValleyArts ANIMATE ORANGE! program aims to provide 

exceptional artistic programming that reflects the 

surrounding community and engages people of all ages, 

ethnicities, and abilities to directly participate in the arts. 

The program will also assist individual artists with the 

business aspects of their arts careers while helping to 

further establish the Valley Arts District as a vibrant arts 

destination.  

  

To achieve this, ValleyArts plans to produce artist 

residencies in the public schools, support after-school 

programs for teenagers, foster the development of shared 

artist studio co-ops, expand the recently established Hat City 

Streets Festival, grow programs designed to attract more 

artists to the neighborhood, and launch a new creative 

workforce development initiative designed to help artists 

help themselves through entrepreneurial training.      

  

"This is an exciting time to announce the Our Town projects 

as a national conversation around creative placemaking 

advances and deepens," said NEA Acting Chairman Joan 

Shigekawa. "The NEA leads on this topic not only through 

our funding but through webinars, publications, and 

research. With these resources, we will help to ensure that 

the field of creative placemaking continues to mature, 

enhancing the quality of life for communities across the 

country." 

  

"We are deeply grateful to the National Endowment for the 

Arts for recognizing that ValleyArts, in collaboration with 

HANDS, is ready for the next step in the decade-long drive 
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to restore and animate this neighborhood and city through 

an arts-driven agenda that works," said Richard T. Bryant, 

ValleyArts executive director.  "We also extend sincere 

thanks to City of Orange Township Mayor Dwayne Warren 

for his unwavering support of our initiatives and programs."  

  

The NEA received 254 applications for Our Town this year. 

Recommended grant amounts ranged from $25,000 to 

$200,000 with a median grant amount of $50,000.  

  

For a complete listing of projects recommended for Our 

Town grant support, please visit the NEA web site at 

arts.gov. Project descriptions, grants listed by state and by 

project type, and creative placemaking resources are 

available as well.  

  

The Twitter hashtag is #NEAOurTown13 

  

About ValleyArts  

  

ValleyArts is the arts service and activist organization of the 

Valley Arts District. The highest priorities of ValleyArts are to 

inspire the neighborhood to recognize the arts as essential 

to community health and vitality; help build up and serve 

individual artists, arts organizations, and creative 

entrepreneurs; and encourage everyone to participate in 

arts, culture, and creativity as part of everyday life. To 

propel this mission, ValleyArts seeks to attract, serve, and 

support artists and creative organizations to work and live in 

the Valley Arts District. ValleyArts is closely allied with 

HANDS, Inc., a nonprofit organization that combines 

strategic real estate investment and community organizing 
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to revitalize communities. 

  

In addition to his work with ValleyArts, Executive Director 

Richard T. Bryant co-chairs Creative Orange, a city-wide 

collaborative effort to further advance Orange through arts, 

creativity, and innovation. In recognition of Orange's 

emergence as a significant creative place in the State, 

Creative Orange was formed last year as one of six sites in 

the state-wide Creative New Jersey movement. Last March, 

nearly 100 Orange leaders from the arts, business, religion, 

education, real estate, government, and civic sectors came 

together for a two-day, multi-generational retreat to build a 

shared agenda for the future.  The volunteers of Creative 

Orange were instrumental in the presentation of the first 

ValleyArts Hat City Streets Festival last month. The Festival 

was a pilot program for an expanded Festival planned for 

June 2014, which is now made possible by the NEA Our 

Town grant. 

  

Learn more at valleyartsnj.com. 
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