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15 West Orange Veterans to Receive NJ Distinguished Service Medal 
Township’s Honored Veterans to Total 360 at Annual Memorial Day Ceremony 

 
 
May 20, 2013 – West Orange, NJ – Mayor Robert D. Parisi announced today that 15 West 

Orange veterans will be presented the New Jersey Distinguished Service Medal during the 

Township’s Memorial Day ceremony. The annual event will be held at 10 AM on Monday, 

May 27th on the front steps of Township Hall. 

 

Conceived prior to the first ceremony of its kind in 1999, the initiative has recognized local 

combat veterans through presentation of the decoration, who comprise the largest such 

contingent in any New Jersey municipality.  As a result, the Township lays claim to the title 

of “New Jersey’s Most Decorated Community.” With this year’s awards, 360 West 

Orange veterans will hold the award, the state’s highest honor for military service. 

 

The Honorable Assemblyman John F. McKeon will host the ceremony and Brigadier 

General (Ret) William John Marshall, III will present the awards for the 14th time in the last 

15 years.  

 

“This is always a proud day for West Orange as well as for the veterans that we honor and 

their families,” Parisi said. 

 

Media Contact:   

Jessica Glicker (973-325-4133 / jglicker@westorange.org) 
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WEST ORANGE RECIPIENTS OF THE  

NEW JERSEY DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL 

May 27, 2013 

 

Michael F. Checkawicz –US Navy – World War II 

 

Owen M. Curry – USMC – Enduring Freedom 

 

Gerald L. DeRose – US Army – Vietnam * 

 

John T. Devlin – US Navy – Vietnam 

 

John H. Fudge, Jr. - US Navy - World War II 

 

Jerome H. Ginsberg – US Army – World War II * 

 

Murray Lifschultz – US Army – World War II   

 

Dennis L. Linder – US Army – Vietnam   1 

 

Angelo Pericolo – US Marine Corps – Korea 2 

 

Michael Polizzano – US Marine Corps – Iraqi Freedom 
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Robert Polizzano – US Marine Corps – Enduring Freedom 

 

Philip S. Thomas – US Army – Vietnam  

 

John P. Washington – US Army – World War II   *  

 

Charles J. Watters – US Army – Vietnam   * 1  

 

David G. Zeevalk – US Navy – Vietnam 1 

 

  

                                               

 Award given with an Oak Leaf Cluster denoting the recipient received a combat 
decoration equal in stature to, or greater than, the Purple Heart. 

 

* Denotes a Posthumous Award 

 
1   Will also receive the NJ Vietnam Service Medal 

 
2   Will also receive the NJ Korean War Service Medal 

 


