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Your final 2014-2015
tax bill has been

mailed. For the first
time in 15 years all of
your payment stubs
with actual amounts
due are included on
this bill-one stub for
each payment due

(August, November,
February and May).

Please do not lose
this bill as it is the

only one that will be
mailed out this year.

History of West Orange Neighborhoods

T
he West Orange
Human Relations
Commission

sponsored a series 
of four weekly
dialogues and one

culminating activity with volunteers
who are Township and community
leaders and members.

Participants at the fifth and final
session discussed and constructed
ideas for a more inclusive West Orange
with a focus in education and
community leadership. Conversation
leaders within each group were
equipped with brightly colored
“construction” site managers vests and
tools to assure everyone had a voice in

the highly collaborative process. 
Proposals and strategies will be

reviewed by the Human Relations
Commission and community and
Township volunteers for the next steps.
Please email any requests for further
information to West Orange Human
Relations Commission at
HRC@westorange.org.

Living in Our Diverse Communities: 
Building on Our Strengths

A
new map of the town now provides historical background on the neighborhoods and communities that make up West
Orange. Township Historian Joseph Fagan outlined different sections of town to give the history of each area. Learn more
about your neighborhood on the Township website at www.westorange.org under the Around Town section.

Join the Shop West Orange Program in 3 easy steps:

REQUEST a SHOP WEST ORANGE card below or 
pick up a card at Town Hall (Room 106), 

located at 66 Main Street.
REGISTER your card at

www.propertyaxcard.com/ShopWestOrange or 
call 732-946-0919.

SHOP at any of the participating businesses listed here 
www.westorangechamber.com

Mayor’s 5K Run/Walk
Break the Silence on Ovarian Cancer

Sunday, September 14, 2014 - 10am
Register or become a sponsor
www.walkforovariancancer.com

For additional information, contact Megan Brill at 
973-325-4109 or downtown@westorange.org 



Council Meeting - 7pm
July 15 • August 12
September 9 & 23 

Downtown Alliance - 6:30pm
July 16 • August 20 • September 17

Historic Preservation - 7:30pm
July 9 • August 13 • September 10

Human Relations - 7pm
July 28 • August 25 • September 22

Open Space - 7pm
July 14 • August 11 • September 8

Planning Board - 7:30pm
July 2 • August 6 • September 3

PR Commission - 7pm
July 10 • August 14 • September 11

VFW Post 376 - 7:30pm
July 7 & 21 • August 4 & 18

September 8 &22

Women’s Auxiliary - 12-3pm
July 19 • August 16 • September 20

WOAWL - 8pm
(Animal Welfare League)

July 16 

WO Arts Council - 7pm
July 17 • August 2 • September 18

Environmental Commission -
7pm

July 24 • August 28 • September 25

Zoning Board - 8pm
July 17 • August 21 • September 18

MUNICIPAL
DIRECTORY

2

The West Orange Outlook welcomes 
comments and submissions from its residents. 

Deadlines for submissions is 30 days prior 
to publication. The West Orange Outlook 

is published four times per year, on the 1st of
January, April, July & October.

No commentary or issue oriented material will 
be considered. Submit only West Orange events 
or feature stories. Items may be edited for length
and content. All items submitted may not appear 
in the publication due to space considerations.
Submissions may be made via email only to:

jglicker@westorange.org.
For questions, comments contact: 

Jessica Glicker • Public Information Officer
Township of West Orange, Township Hall
66 Main Street, West Orange, NJ 07052

Call: 973-325-4133 or 
E-mail: info@westorange.org.

From the
Mayor’s Office
W

est Orange thrives during the summer
months. There are endless ways to
entertain the kids. Free concerts and

plays for adults. Plenty of parks to throw
around a ball or play a pick-up game. It’s also
fun to play ‘tourist’ and visit all of the places
that bring hundreds of thousands of people to

town like the Turtle Back Zoo and Thomas Edison National
Historical Park. 

In July, we honored Olympic gold medalist and town pool
namesake Ginny Duenkel Fuldner, who helped open our new
spray pad. It was a proud moment for West Orange to recognize
a local sports legend and she was equally thrilled to be part of
the celebration.

Looking ahead, we have a packed calendar this fall. The town
will host the 24th annual Mayor’s 5K Run/Walk to Break the
Silence on Ovarian Cancer on September 14th. Another event
that brings the community together is the 4th annual STOP for
Nikhil Run/Walk to raise traffic safety awareness on September
21st. West Orange High School (WOHS) will be hosting the 2nd
Annual Marching Band Invitational Competition on October 11th. 

New things are added to our Township calendar frequently so
please keep checking our website for upcoming events.

News From the Council

POLICE, FIRE & RESCUE
EMERGENCIES DIAL

9-1-1
TOWNSHIP REFERENCE NUMBERS
Administration & 
Finance . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 325-4050
Animal Control  . . . . . . (973) 325-4121
Attorney  . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 243-8600
Assessor . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 325-4060
Board of Education . . . (973) 669-5400
Building Department  . (973) 325-4112
Clerk’s Office  . . . . . . . (973) 325-4155
Communications Director (973) 325-4133
Fire Department  . . . . . (973) 325-4175
First Aid Squad  . . . . . . (973) 325-4170
Garbage Recycling  . . . (973) 325-4120
Health Department  . . . (973) 325-4120
Judge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 325-4080
Library  . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 736-0198
Mayor’s Office  . . . . . . (973) 325-4100
Municipal Court  . . . . . (973) 325-4080
Planning Department  . (973) 325-4110
Police Department  . . . (973) 325-4000
Property Maintenance (973) 325-4119
Public Works . . . . . . . . (973) 325-4067
Recreation  . . . . . . . . . (973) 325-4150
Recycling  . . . . . . . . . . (973) 325-4125
Senior Bussing  . . . . . .(973) 325-4134
Senior Services  . . . . . (973) 325-4105
Tax Collector . . . . . . . . (973) 325-4075
Veterans  . . . . . . . . . . .(973) 325-4182
Welfare  . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 325-4105
Zoning Official  . . . . . . .(973) 325-4119

July • August • September
2014 Public Meetings

News From the Tax Office
July, August & September

Town Hall • 66 Main Street • Room 115
Monday – Friday

Hours 8:30 AM-4:30 PM
Phone: 973-325-4075

taxcollector@westorange.org

July – Tax Bills mailed out 

August – 3rd Quarter Taxes Due August 1st
(Payable by the 10th)

September – 15th deadline –Property Tax
Reimbursement Program

TAX SALE 2014 COMING SOON……
PLEASE MAKE SURE ALL YOUR 2013 TAX &

SEWER CHARGES ARE PAID IN FULL TO
AVOID BEING IN THE TAX SALE!

Please remember that your Sewer Bill is an annual
charge, so if you have not yet paid by the grace period,

April 10th, please call for the interest amount and
make your payment as soon as possible. 

The sewer is a charge that will go to 
TAX SALE IF NOT PAID

Delinquent Notices are sent out every month, 
for unpaid taxes and sewer charges until 

payment is made.

As of June there has been no word on the
Homestead Rebate Adjustment on your tax bills
for the third quarter. It appears that the credit
will not be posted to the third quarter 2014.

Remember this a state of New Jersey refund
adjustment not a West Orange Township

program. We have no control of the rebate.

There are two separate and distinct property tax relief
programs available to New Jersey homeowners, the

Property Tax Reimbursement Program (also
known as the Tax Freeze Program) and the

Homestead Rebate Program. 
Both programs are administered by the 

State of New Jersey.

Division of Taxation’s Homestead Benefit Hotline: 
1-888-238-1233 or

www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/relief.shtml 

2013 Delinquent Taxes and Sewer Balances are
subject to the 2014 Tax Sale. Please make your

payments of the past due 2013 amounts as soon as
possible to avoid the Tax Sale and additional costs.

September is the tentative month set for the Tax Sale.
Notices are already being sent to property owners
with the unpaid balances. Please pay before the

official notices are sent out with the added Cost Of Sale
and other charges and before the list is published in

the local paper and on line. 

Please don’t forget that you are able to check your tax
and sewer status on the West Orange Township’s web
site at www.westorange.org On the left hand side

scroll to Property Tax Information Look Up. 

You Can Now Pay Your Taxes @
www.westorange.org 

Mayor Robert Parisi

Council President Susan McCartney
There are so many family-friendly, fun learn-
ing activities for all ages right here in town.

• Go to the West Orange Public Library for
Adult, Teen and Children’s Programs:
www.wopl.org.

• Take your summer reading books to the Ginny Duenkel
Town Pool to relax and read between swims.

• Visit the Thomas Edison National Historical Park for
interesting presentations and tours. Visit www.nps.gov for
the Summer Schedule of Events.

• Stop by the Downtown WO Alliance Farmer’s Market
every Friday from 12:00 – 6:00 PM at the Quigley Municipal
parking lot at the base of Eagle Rock Avenue: www.down
townwestorange.org. Pack a lunch to plan and enjoy.

• Plan a day trip to the Turtle Back Zoo & Zip Line in the
over 2,000-acre South Mountain Reservation & Recreation
Complex: www.essexcountyj.org.

This summer the Chamber of Commerce and the
Downtown Alliance will work to promote local businesses
and recruit new ones to strengthen our ratable base. The
newly reinstated Environmental Commission will continue
to learn more about new Sustainable Jersey action items to
move toward our 2015 recertification in order to conserve
more and save more in tax dollars for the Township. Your
ideas and participation are always welcome.
smccartney@westorange.org .

Councilman Jerry Guarino
The summer season now is in full swing and
there’s a lot to report.

Now is the time to take advantage of the
great outdoor facilities we have, especially the
Ginny Duenkel pool. This summer we have a

new addition to the pool, the spray pad, which was dedicated
by gold medal Olympian and former resident Ginny Duenkel
Fuldner on July 12th during a special celebration.

The Township has done so much over the past year to do
more to enhance our recreational facilities that other
surrounding communities are envious of. It is always
satisfying to hear non-residents comment on our facilities
that have made our soccer, baseball, football and track and
field teams the most competitive in the area. We also have
given support to our up and coming youth ice hockey and
lacrosse programs. These are two programs you will need
to watch in the coming years.

With the tremendous success of our combined West
Orange Street Fair, Town Picnic and Edison Day, we have
now put in place the mechanisms to attract friends and
families from not only our community but neighboring
communities to share and enjoy the attractions, the people
and wonderful history of West Orange. They too will get to
appreciate what West Orange has to offer and who we are.

Wait for more great things to come, it only gets better.

Councilman Victor Cirilo
The internet has come to reinvent everything
around us. The latest is the increased impact
of social media. I urge all of our residents to
take advantage of this platform and become
informed on everything that is going on in

our very active community. Information on events,
activities, discussion groups, government etc., is all
accessible online. Furthermore, the Township has a very
active Facebook (www.facebook.com/westorangeinfo) and
Twitter (www.twitter.com/westorangeinfo) accounts. Let’s
not forget our super informative website
www.westorange.org. Lastly, for the super active social
media user, please include the hashtag #WestOrangeNJ so
that we can all share online activity as one community.

See you all online!

Councilman 
Jerry Guarino 

Councilman 
Joe Krakoviak

Councilwoman
Patty Spango

Council President
Susan McCartney

Councilman 
Victor Cirilo



Homeowner Summer 
Maintenance Tips

•Please make certain to cut your 

grass on a weekly to bi-weekly basis.

•Please do not allow your trash to accumulate

outside as they will attract rodents.

•If you intend to paint your house this summer, plan

to complete the work no later than

October 31, 2014 when the weather

becomes colder and more unpredictable.

973-325-4109
www.downtownwestorange.org 3Downtown West Orange

I
n April, the West Orange Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) received
a grant for a utility trailer and equipment

from the New Jersey State Police Office of
Emergency Management (OEM). West Orange
CERT works during planned town events as
well as emergencies to help supplement and

support the efforts of Township emergency responders.
CERT is comprised of members of the community who volunteer their time

to help at these events. The trailer will be used as a command post for
emergency and planned deployments and will greatly enhance the ability of
the volunteers to support emergency responders. West Orange CERT was
awarded the trailer through a competitive process for only four trailers. The
award included a full set of emergency supplies and equipment for the trailer. 

In addition to the trailer itself, the Township received a grant to purchase a
generator and other equipment for the trailer. The trailer was deployed for its
first deployment within a month of picking it up.

The State Police program now includes over 100 trailers located throughout
the state with CERT and other public safety programs.

If you are interested in volunteering with West Orange CERT, please contact
Ken Stele, CERT Director, at 973-902-6653 or wocert@westorange.org. For
more information, visit our website at westorangecert.org.

T
he West Orange Environmental Commission asks our
residents to recycle their plastic shopping bags and
produce bags. There are now two locations that accept

these type bags that you receive when shopping:
• Shop-Rite Market in Essex Green Plaza Shopping Center
• Whole Foods Market at Eagle Rock Shopping Center
The bag types are the single use plastic shopping bags

packed at the register and the produce bags that hold fr     uit and vegetables.
The WOEC has given out for years reuseable green tote bag to citizens. The

best environmental solution is to use these bags or similar types that you own
or can easily purchase for very little money. All super markets and other
places of retail business sell them.

This is an easy fix to our environment and we urge you to act as good
stewards to our fragile environment.

News from the Clerk’s Office
A NOTICE TO ALL POTENTIAL CANDIDATES SEEKING OFFICE

The Municipal and General Elections have been combined and 
will be held on November 4, 2014. 

Any registered voter/resident who wishes to seek office of Mayor or
At-Large Council Member(s) can pick up official Petition forms for

Nomination in the Municipal Clerk’s office, 
66 Main Street, West Orange, NJ 07052. 

The deadline for submitting Petitions to the Municipal Clerk is 
on or before 4:00 p.m., 

Tuesday, September 2, 2014.
The number of valid signatures required is 280. 

Please notify the Township Clerk’s office of your intention to seek
office at 973-325-4155 or email clerk@westorange.org. 

A 24 hour notice is required for the preparation of petitions.

O
n June 8, 2014, the West Orange
African Heritage Organization
awarded four scholarships, totaling

$6,000 to West Orange High School
seniors selected by the Scholarship
Committee for their achievements in the
areas of academics, community

involvement, leadership and communication.
This year, in memory of Thomas W. Holcomb, Sr., scholarships were

awarded to the following students:
Frances Amaefuna – Rutgers University (Political Science)
Frank Amaefuna – University of Connecticut (Biology)
Jahir Blanton – University of New Haven (Criminal Justice)
Jade Jenkins – Penn State (Business). 
Founded in 1999, the West Orange African Heritage Organization is a non-

profit volunteer organization that promotes the cultural distinction of West
Orange residents of African descent. The organization solicits funds for this effort
from donations and annual events such as “Men Who Cook.”

West Orange African Heritage Organization
Awards Scholarships to Students

Recycle Your Shopping Bags

West Orange Senior Citizen Picnic & Pool Party -
Ginny Duenkel Pool, Cherry Street, 11:30 AM-2:30 PM.
Wednesday, September 3 (rain dates September 4 & 5).
For Senior Citizens Tickets are $7 for Residents, $9 for
Non-Residents who are registered with a West Orange
Senior Club. Tickets will be sold at Town Hall, 66 Main
Street, Room 207 from Monday, August 18th through
Friday, August 29th, 9 AM-12 PM.
Aerobics Class - Katz Community Center, 
350 Pleasant Valley Way. 
10-11 AM – Tuesdays & Thursdays. 
Starting in September
For West Orange Senior Citizens. Classes run for 12
weeks, $35 per session.

Zumba Gold Class - Katz Community Center, 
350 Pleasant Valley Way, 10-11 AM – Mondays and
Wednesdays, starting in September. 
For West Orange Senior Citizens. 
Classes run for 12 weeks, $35 per session. 
Yoga Class - Katz Community Center, 
350 Pleasant Valley Way. 1:30-2:30 PM - Mondays. 
Starting in September
For West Orange Senior Citizens.
Class runs for 12 weeks. $50 
Oktoberfest Trip - Platzl Brauhaus, Call Hollow
Road, Pomona, NY. 9 AM Departure. 
In October. For West Orange Senior Citizens.
For tickets and more information, on any of the

WO Office of Senior Services Happenings

• Prevent mosquito breeding by removing all
standing water; maintain swimming pools, remove
containers, vessels and old tires that collect water.

• Cut or spray all poison ivy and ragweed on
property.

• Be conscious of potentially hazardous food that
spoil easily in warm temperatures such as salads
made with mayonnaise, meats, poultry and fish.

• Keep food in the refrigerator or on ice when
outdoors until cooked or eaten. Hot food should
remain hot and cold food cold.

• Keep an icepack and thermal bag or container
in the trunk to transport dairy and meats from the
grocery store in hot weather.

• Keep hydrated and wear sunscreen when
outdoors. Wear lightweight clothing and limit 
times outdoors in extreme heat, especially 
vigorous exercising. 

• Keep cool at the movies, in the frozen food isle,
at the mall, Codey Arena Ice Rink or the Town Pool.

• Don’t leave children or pets in cars unattended
for any length of time.

Health Department Tips for Summer Safety

July 11th - October 31st
Friday 12pm-6pm

Quigley Municipal Parking Lot
(Corner of Mississippi and Harrison Ave)

Coupon Offer
$2.00 off any purchase

(one per customer)
Outlook 2014 – Expires 8/15/2014

Questions please call DWOA (973) 325-4109 or 
Email downtown@westorange.org

CERT Wins Grant for New Trailer



Radio Rap
In March, Mayor Parisi joined host 
Joe Piscopo on AM 970 The Answer 
from The Wilshire Grand Hotel.
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September
Tuesday, September 2
Lego Club, 4pm to 5pm. Grades K - 5. Drop in to build with
Legos and make new friends. WO Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant Ave.

Wednesday, September 3
Teen Volunteer Opportunities, 7 pm. Grade 7-12. Teens
learn about local community service opportunities. WO
Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant Ave.

Friday, September 5
Film & Dessert, 2 pm. Stop in and enjoy a feature film.
Cookies and hot beverages provided. WO Library, 46 Mt.
Pleasant Ave.

Tuesday, September 9
Speaking of Stories Book Discussion Group, 4:30 – 5:15
pm. Grades 4 & 5. Advance registration required. WO Library,
46 Mt. Pleasant Ave.

Wednesday, September 10
Creative Connection, 7:15 pm. All Artists and those
interested in art are welcome. WO Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant Ave.

Thursday, September 11
West Orange Writer’s Group, 7pm. Writers of all genres are
welcome. WO Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant Ave.

Sunday, September 14
Mayor’s Fun Run for Children, 9:15 am. Sign up at the
Library to join in the one mile fun run for kids. Advance
registration is required. (Event takes place at Town Hall, 66
Main Street.)

Monday, September 15
Teen Book Author, 7 pm. Grades 4-12. Giants beware!
Graphic novel author Jorge Aguirre visits. Book signing.
WO Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant Ave.

Tuesday, September 16
Yakety-Yak Book Discussion Group, 4:30 - 5:15pm. Grades
2 - 3. The group will meet to discuss favorite books and future
meeting dates. Advance registration required. WO Library, 46
Mt. Pleasant Ave.

Thursday, September 18
Business Law for the Small Business Owner, 7pm. Free
SCORE seminar. WO Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant Ave.

Friday, September 19
Film & Dessert, 2 pm. Stop in and enjoy a feature film.
Cookies and hot beverages provided. WO Library, 46 Mt.
Pleasant Ave

Sunday, September 21
The Abolitionists, 2pm. All ages. West Orange African
Heritage Organization sponsored film screening and
discussion on civil rights history with Dr. Steplight Johnson of
Essex County College. WO Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant Ave.

August
Monday, August 4
Reading Partners, 3:00pm. Teens read with children,
Advance registration suggested. WO Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant
Ave. 

Shooting Stars, 7 pm. Storytime for children up to 3 ½ years.
WO Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant Ave. 

Book Discussion, 1:30pm. Adults. Me Before You by Jojo
Moyes. WO Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant Ave.

Tuesday, August 5
Beaker Buddies, 10:30am. Storytime for children ages 2 to 3
½ years. WO Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant Ave. 

Robot Rovers, 11:30am. Storytime for children ages 3 ½ to 5
years. WO Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant Ave. 

Beta Readers, 4pm. Storytime for children in grades K-3. WO
Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant Ave. 

Wednesday, August 6
The Jester Jim Show: Physical Comedy Show, 4:00pm.
Jester Jim will have kids cracking up during his juggling,
balancing and beat boxing routine, grades k to 5. Advance
registration required. WO Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant Ave. 

Balloon Sculpting Workshop, 6:00pm. Be the talent at
birthday parties and family events! Jester Jim is a professional
beat box musician, comedian and juggler, grades 6 to 12.
Advance registration required. WO Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant
Ave. 

Thursday, August 7
Poolside Marshlands, 2:30pm. Storytime at the Ginny Dunkel
Pool for all ages. WO Ginny Dunkel Pool 60 1/2 Cherry St, West
Orange, NJ 07052

Elements of History, 7pm. Adults. Joe Fagan investigates the
local history of the West Orange trolley lines. WO Library, 46
Mt. Pleasant Ave. 

Friday, August 8
Little Sparklers, 10:30am. Storytime for infants to 24 months
old. WO Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant Ave. 

Creative Crafters, 3:00pm. Storytime and craft at the
Farmer’s Market for all ages. WO Farmer’s Market, Quigley
Parking Lot at Eagle Rock and Harrison avenues, next to Our
Lady of Lourdes Church.

Monday, August 11
2nd Annual Chess Tournament, 6-8 pm. Livingston at West
Orange, grades 3-6, Advanced Registration Required. WO
Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant Ave.

Tuesday, August 12
SAT Practice Test with Kaplan, 10 am- 2 pm. Practice taking
the SAT exam, grades 6-12, Advanced Registration Required.
WO Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant Ave. 

Wednesday, August 13
Creative Connection, 7pm. All Artists and those interested in
art are welcome. WO Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant Ave.

Thursday, August 14
West Orange Writer’s Group, 7pm. Writers of all genres are
welcome. WO Library, 46 Mt. Pl

Friday, August 15
Film & Dessert, 2:00 pm. Stop in and enjoy a feature film.
Cookies and hot beverages provided. WO Library, 46 Mt.
Pleasant Ave.

Saturday, August 16
Downtime with Disney, 2:00pm. Family Movie Matinee, no
registration required. WO Library, 46 Mt. Pleasant Ave. 

4 5
.

Police Promotions
Mayor Robert D. Parisi and
Police Chief James P. Abbott
promoted 3 police officers in

a March ceremony that
included the swearing in of

one new officer.
(L-R) PO Quentin DeMarco,
Police Chief James P. Abbott,

Deputy Chief Mike
Corcoran, Capt. Robert

Martin, Lt. Matt Palardy,
Mayor Robert D. Parisi

Firefighter Promotions
In June, Mayor Parisi and Fire Chief Peter A. Smeraldo presided over

the promotion of five West
Orange Firefighters to the

rank of captain. (L-R)
Fire Cpt. Phillip Bussey,

Fire Cpt. Abdur Yasin,
Fire Cpt. Donald Peters,
Fire Cpt. Scott Rechner,

Fire Cpt. Kip Dangler

2014 St. Patrick’s Day Parade

West Orange Rotary Community Awards 
Back row (L to R): Bill Cofone, Lisa Kelly, Steve Margeotes, Elaine

Gibson, Todd Thompson, Brint Spencer, Daniel Pyle, Hap Bojsza
Front Row (L to R): Tom Ross, Sangeeta Badlani, Cheryl Francione, Lisa

Adams,Dorris Morris,Joanne Kennedy, Leddy Case, Sarah McIntosh,
Rotary Chairman Joseph A. Vena

Photo Credit: Amelia V. Panico

Registered Dietitian and Nutritionist Day
Mayor Parisi presented a Proclamation to recognize March 12, 2014 as
Registered Dietitian and Nutritionist Day

(L-R) 
Aline Jean-Marie, 
Esther Gallardo, 
Josie Velez, 
Mayor Parisi,
Pavan Sharma, 
Lachell Miller, 
Dolores Smith, 
Emily Wunder, 
Apinder Grewal, 
Theresa O’Reilly

Muscle Ribbon Cutting

On June 14, Mayor Parisi 
cut the ribbon to officially 

open Retro Fitness 
(pictured: Mayor Robert Parisi, 

Council President Susan McCartney,
Retro Fitness CEO Eric Casaburi, 

franchise owner Alan Schiffman and
club trainers

Ginny is in Town
West Orange honored former resident and Olympic gold

medalist Ginny Duenkel, the namesake of the town pool, on
the 50th anniversary of her swim win at the 1964 Tokyo

Olympics. The event included the dedication of the new pool
spray pad in memory of brothers Dennis and Timothy O’Boyle

and a ceremonial swim meet.

Dr. Zal Velez and West Orange
Public Relations Commission 
Co-Chair Dr. Josie Velez.

West Orange Wave swim team

Whole Foods offered a food
tasting to go along with the

wellness seminar

Men Who Cook JUNE 8, 2014
Back row, (L-R)
Howard Hall, 
Joe Krakoviak,
Julius Atterberry,
Warren Bailey,
Harold Delauney,
Prakash Khaitan,
Chris Simmons,
Merlin Hackett,
Jan Carden, 
Doug Rogers, 
Zal Velez, 

Ken Kayser, Jerry Moultry, Al Hughes, Crawford Reeves. Front row, (L-R) Darrell
Wilson, Derrick Moses, Victor Cirilo, Joe Sorbino, Miles Sorbino, John Miller, Ted Crews.

In and Around Town 2014 .........................................................
Mayor Robert Parisi,
Ginny Duenkel Fuldner
and Sheila Parisi

Street Fair
The West Orange Downtown Alliance

partnered with the Thomas Edison
National Historical Park and the

West Orange Town Picnic for a large-
scale community event with a full day

of activities, food and live
entertainment. Thousands
attended the event, which

featured artists, crafters and
vendors lining Main Street in

front of the Edison museum, a
food court and a beer garden.

A ‘Touch a Truck’ area, the NJ
Mobile Hall of Fame Museum

and an electric car show
rounded out the day.

Memorial Gathering
On June 14th the West Orange Police

Department gathered for the
dedication of the Watchung Heights

Community Substation in memory of
Officer Timothy Groves.

Photo Credit: Pat Sutherland

West Orange Loves Wellness
The Public Relations Commission kicked off their ‘West Orange Loves Wellness’
campaign, a new series to educate the community about health awareness and

healthy eating habits. The WOPRC partnered with Shop Rite for a ‘Healthy
Supermarket Makeover Store Tour’ where store dietician LaChell Miller and
dietician and Commission Co-Chair Dr. Josie Velez took residents shopping to

educate them on how to supplement their diet with healthier food choices. Velez
held a second lecture at Whole

Foods which included a
complimentary food tasting.

Commissioners Dr. Josie Velez and
Petrecia West at Shop Rite

(L-R) Mayor Robert Parisi, Melissa Sanagustin, 
Marvee Sanagustin, 
Miss Phiippines, NJ. 2014,
Monica Sanagustin, 
Dr. Cora Mendoza, 
Dr. Zal Velez, 
Council President 
Susan McCartney.

‘Slam Dunk the Junk’
The WO Public Relations Commission would like to thank the volunteers who

came out for ‘West Orange Clean,’ a town-wide clean-up day on Sunday, 
April 27. Members of the community spent and April afternoon beautifying

Main Street, the Valley
neighborhood and Pleasant

Valley Way. ‘West Orange Clean’
was co-sponsored by New Jersey
Clean Communities ‘Slam Dunk

the Junk’ program.

Congratulations
Resident Jennifer Griola,
executive director of 
Susan G. Komen North Jersey, 
was recently elected to 
Komen National Affiliate
Leadership Council.

Tree City Arbor Day Celebration
Mayor Parisi, the West Orange

Township Council, the West Orange
Board of Education and the students of

Mt. Pleasant School gathered at an
Arbor Day celebration to plant two trees

and award and honor Linda Stiles, the
2014 ‘Heart of Gold’ recipient.

Memorial Day Celebration
West Orange held its annual Memorial Day ceremony which was 
hosted by the West Orange High School Junior Reserve Officer
Training Corps for the first time.

Book Signing
Resident Dr. Zal Velez hosted a signing
of his latest book, ‘Las Islas Filipinas
Book 1 Manifest Destiny,’ to benefit
Haiyan typhoon victims in the
Philippines. Attendees included 
Mayor Parisi, members of the Town
Council, Deputy Consul General of the
Philippines Hon. Zaldy Petron and
Miss Philippines USA NJ, 
Victoria Sanagustin. 

The family of Dennis and Timothy O’Boyle cut the
ribbon to officially open the new pool spray pad.



T
he coveted West Orange Hall of Fame, Athlete of the Year Award, given to one male and one
female athlete for their contributions to their respective athletic teams, character, leadership,
academics, skills and participation in multiple sports were awarded to Aliya Barnes, and Jahir

Blanton. The Courageous Athlete Award was presented to Matthew Wilson, a soccer team
member who battled cancer while supporting and inspiring his teammates to the Group IV
North Jersey Section I State Sectional Tournament, and capturing the NJSIAA Group IV overall
NJ State Championship.

Many of the awards presented were given by the families of, or named for, former 
West Orange High School athletes and coaches who had a great impact on
the Mountaineer community.

“It comes as no surprise that our student athletes work hard, seemingly
around the clock, balancing a successful sports career while maintaining a

proper grade point average,” says West
Orange High School Athletic Director Ronald
Bligh. “We proudly show our appreciation for
the fine work and dedication of these student
athletes by honoring them with these
prestigious awards.”
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School Residency
Investigations

The West Orange Public
School District actively

investigates the
residency of students

suspected of attending
West Orange Public

Schools illegally. If you
suspect a student is

attending West Orange
Public School illegally,

call the Residency
Investigation Hotline:

(973) 669-5400 ext.
20900. Leave 

as much detailed 
information as possible.
Calls can be anonymous

or leave a name and
number to receive a

follow-up call.

West Orange 
Board of Education

Sandra Mordecai
President

Laura Lab 
Vice President

Michelle Casalino
Ron Charles

Mark Robertson
Superintendent
Jeffrey Rutzky
(973) 669-5400

Board of Education . . . .(973) 669-5400
Gregory . . . . . . . . . . . . .(973) 669-5397
Hazel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(973) 669-5448
Liberty  . . . . . . . . . . . . .(973) 243-2007
Mt. Pleasant  . . . . . . . . .(973) 669-5480
Pleasantdale . . . . . . . . .(973) 669-5452
Redwood  . . . . . . . . . . .(973) 669-5457
St. Cloud  . . . . . . . . . . . .(973) 669-5393
Washington  . . . . . . . . .(973) 669-5385
Edison . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(973) 669-5360
Roosevelt  . . . . . . . . . . .(973) 669-5373
WO High School  . . . . . .(973) 669-5301

The views and opinions
appearing in the West Orange
Outlook other than those on
the Board of Education pages

do not necessarily reflect 
those of the West Orange

Board of Education

Liberty And Roosevelt Held
Promotion Ceremonies 8th Grade
Students Enter WOHS In The Fall

L
iberty and Roosevelt Middle Schools held separate promotion ceremonies at the
West Orange High School Auditorium. Liberty Middle School promoted two
hundred and fifty (250) students under red and white school colored stage lights,

and Roosevelt Middle School promoted two hundred and fifty-six (256) students, with
a stage lit in their blue and white school colors. Both schools celebrated their
accomplishments with a welcome from Superintendent Jim O’Neill who advised the
students to set goals for themselves when they get to West Orange High School, and
participate in the clubs and activities the school has to offer. Principal of West Orange
High School Hayden Moore welcomed the students of each school to their new home,
and challenged the students to enjoy their time at West Orange High School, as well
as focus on their academic achievements. The five hundred and six (506) students of
the graduating class of 2018 enter West Orange High School in September.

Over 100 Awards And Scholarships Presented At The
2014 Senior Awards Night At WOHS

T
he West Orange Scholarship Fund bestowed scholarships
awards totaling more than fifty-five thousand dollars
($55,000), for the class of 2014. The West Orange

Scholarship Fund was founded in 1923, and has presented
over one million dollars ($1,000,000) to nearly one thousand
and five hundred (1500), West Orange seniors attending
college and university for post secondary education. Also
presented were the Senior Class Student Council Awards,
and dozens of other awards. For a full list of WOSF
scholarships and 2014 award winners visit www.woboe.org.

“It was a vibrant evening with a room full of senior
classman that makes me proud to be a Mountaineer. I am
extremely grateful to the scholarship contributors for the
financial support that they provide for our students. This

allows our students the opportunity to move forward with
their post secondary
education. This night
exemplifies how this
wonderful community
embraces and cultivates
academic success,” said
West Orange High School
Principal Hayden Moore.

T
he 119th Annual Commencement Exercises for
West Orange High School was held on June 19th
for the class of 2014 at Codey Arena. 543 students

received their diplomas with thousands of family, teachers, administrative
staff and the West Orange Board of Education in attendance.

The WOHS Graduation Band played “Pomp and Circumstance” for the
graduate processional and “Persistence” during the ceremony. Class President
Jalisa Delauney welcomed the class. Talented WOHS graduates Joscelyn
Maldonado sang the Star Spangled Banner, and Christopher Wold sang “I
Believe” with the Honors Chamber Choir. The Valedictorian and Salutatorian
Addresses were given by Susannah Crowel and Emily Adelsohn respectively.
Principal Hayden Moore remarked on the quality of the students graduating
in the second year of his tenure as Principal. Board of Education member

Ronald Charles gave the Board
commencement address.
Superintendent O’Neill certified the
graduates and complimented West
Orange students for their school pride
and efforts, calling them exceptional
and impressive students. Diplomas
were presented to the class of 2014 by
the West Orange Board of Education
members.

View the photo gallery on
www.woboe.org to enjoy moments
from the event.

West Orange High School Graduates 543

Aliya Barnes
accepted by her
brother Renard

Thirty Athletic Awards Presented At WOHS Senior Sports Awards Night

WOHS Class Of 2014 Accepted To 304 Colleges And
Universities Across North America

S
tudents at West Orange High School are well prepared
for post secondary educational opportunities as they are
provided with a rigorous educational curriculum, a

myriad of Honors and Advanced Placement courses,
hundreds of extracurricular
activities, arts and athletic
teams to participate in, and
leadership and community
service opportunities within
the district, and the region.
All of these educational,
civic, social, artistic and

athletic experiences are what colleges and universities look
for in a first choice student for their school communities.

West Orange High School is a community where dozens of
cultures, races, religious and socio-economic groups, learn,
work and play together as one family of West Orange
Mountaineers. The West Orange Mountaineer mission of
educating the whole student in a cohesive multi-cultural
environment, results in an educational experience that is
much desired at colleges and universities across the nation.

The complete list of colleges and universities acceptances
of the graduating class of 2014 may be found by visiting
www.woboe.org.

Jodi Costanza & Krista Romanyshyn presenting awards to
Student Council Officers (L to R) Rohit George - Secretary,

Eshawn Hoffler - President and 
Frank Kosi Amaefuna – Vice President.

WEST ORANGE HALL OF FAME WOHS ATHLETE OF THE YEAR AWARDS
with Principal Hayden Moore and Superintendent Jim O’Neill

COURAGEOUS
ATHLETIC AWARD- 
Mathew Wilson, pictured
with Principal Hayden
Moore, Superintendent
Jim O’Neill and 
Coach Nevins

West Orange High School Principal
Hayden Moore welcomes 

Liberty’s new Mountaineers.

Superintendent James O’Neill 
addresses Roosevelt students.

Jahir Blanton



Another Successful Year At Edison
Middle School Central Sixth
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T
he 119th Annual Commencement
Exercises for West Orange High
School was held on June 19th for

the class of 2014 at Codey Arena.
543 students received their diplomas
with thousands of family, teachers,
administrative staff and the West
Orange Board of Education in
attendance.

The WOHS Graduation Band
played “Pomp and Circumstance”

for the graduate processional and “Persistence” during
the ceremony. Class President Jalisa Delauney welcomed
the class. Talented WOHS graduates Joscelyn
Maldonado sang the Star Spangled Banner, and

Christopher Wold sang “I Believe” with the Honors
Chamber Choir. The Valedictorian and Salutatorian
Addresses were given by Susannah Crowel and Emily
Adelsohn respectively. Principal Hayden Moore
remarked on the quality of the students graduating in the
second year of his tenure as Principal. Board of
Education member Ronald Charles gave the Board
commencement address. Superintendent O’Neill
certified the graduates and complimented West Orange
students for their school pride and efforts, calling them
exceptional and impressive students. Diplomas were
presented to the class of 2014 by the West Orange Board
of Education members.

View the photo gallery on www.woboe.org to enjoy
moments from the event.

West Orange High School 
2014 Valedictorian And Salutatorian

West Orange Board of
Education 

Event Calendar
For sports schedule visit

www.woboe.org/athletics

8/27 & 8/28 
Edison Middle School Parent and Student

Orientation 9:30 AM – 11:00AM
9/3 

PTA Welcome Back Luncheon for Teachers and
Staff 11:30AM

9/4 
School Opens

Scrimmage Football Home V Rahway 
3PM WOHS Suriano Field

9/5-9/7 
Mountain Top Soccer Tournament – 

WOHS Suriano Athletic Complex and 
West Orange district fields

9/9 
AFJROTC Parent/ Cadet Orientation 7PM 

WOHS Auditorium
9/10 

AVID Parent Night 6:30PM WOHS Auditorium
9/12 

Fall Pep Rally 7:00PM Tarnoff Gymnasium
9/13

Mountaineer Fanfest 4PM 
WOHS Suriano Athletic Complex

Home Opener Football Game 
WOHS Suriano Field 7PM

9/18 
WOHS Back to School Night 6:30PM

9/19 
WOHS Senior Fun Day 10:30AM-2:15PM

WOHS Football Away V Barringer 7PM
9/20 

Liberty PTA Car Wash 10AM-1PM
9/22 

District Delayed Opening (see woboe.org)
9/23 

Liberty Middle School 
Back to School Night 7PM
Roosevelt Middle School 

Back To School Night 7PM
9/24 

WOHS Naviance Parent Training 7PM Library
Media Center
9/25 & 9/26 

NO SCHOOL Rosh Hashana
9/27 

Home Football Game V Nutley 7PM 
WOHS Suriano Field

WOHS Athletic
Highlights 2013-2014

School Year
Mountaineer Teams earned honors in

the following sports.

•
Football – Second in SEC, 

earned playoff berth in NJSIAA State Tournament
• 

Boys Cross Country – 
Second in NJSIAA State Sectionals

• 
Boys Soccer – First in NJSIAA State Sectionals, 

First in NJSIAA Group IV State Champions.
• 

Cheerleading – SEC Champions
• 

Bowling – SEC and Essex County Champions.
• 

Wrestling – SEC Champions, 
ranked #1 in Essex County

• 
Winter Track & Field – NJSIAA State Sectional

Champions
• 

Boys Spring Track & Field – SEC Champions, 
Essex County Relay Champions, 

Essex County Individual Champions, 
Second in NJSIAA State Sectionals

• 
Girls Spring Track and Field – 

Second in NJSIAA State Sectionals
•

Girls freshman basketball team - 
Essex County Championship

Interim Superintendent James O’Neill
Completes Term In West Orange

S
uperintendent James O’Neill concluded his service on June 30th as Interim
Superintendent for the West Orange Public Schools after a two-year term. Mr.
O’Neill was hired as an interim Superintendent in August 2012 after the prior

Superintendent was suspended. Mr. O’Neill’s charge was to “help the district through a
challenging time and the hard decisions needed to affect change,” said Board member
Michelle Casalino.

“My two years with the West Orange School district have been personally and
professionally terrific. My career wouldn’t have been complete had I not spent my time
here,” said Interim Superintendent O’Neill. 

Mr O’Neill will serve as Transition Coordinator in West Orange for the month of July
and then will begin a term as Interim Superintendent for the Livingston School district.
Mr. Jeff Rutzky assumes the position of Superintendent in West Orange on July 1st.

WO Elementary Schools 
Hold 5th Grade Graduation Events

Students Matriculate To Edision Central Sixth In The Fall

Redwood Graduation

T
he seven district elementary schools promoted their
5th grade classes in June. The 5th graders will
matriculate as one class to Edison Middle School,

the central sixth grade in the fall. This is the tenth year
of the central sixth grade in West Orange.

“We are eagerly awaiting the arrival of our incoming
6th grade class and next year without a doubt will be

another great year at Edison Central Six,” said Edison
Principal Xavier Fitzgerald. “It was a pleasure meeting
the students and parents during our spring orientation
assemblies. Students remember our Edison mantra
Good, Better, Best, Never Let it Rest, until your Good is
Better and Your Better is Best!”

St. Cloud Class of 2014

Emily Adelsohn
Salutatorian, and
Susannah Crowell
Valedictorian, at

graduation.

Former Superintendent 
Jerry Tarnoff, Interim

Superintendent James O’Neill,
new Superintendent Jeffrey

Rutzky is in the middle.

I
t was another successful year of outstanding academic and social growth at
Edison Central Six Middle School thanks to parents, students and teachers.
Highlights of school and community activities that occurred during spring

2014 include, Edison students, parents and teachers participated in the continued evolution of the Edison Community
Garden. This year’s work on the garden culminated in our PTA, students and teachers working together to create the
Mina Edison Tribute garden by holding a tribute to mothers. On June 5th Over 200 Honor Roll Students were
recognized for their commitment to academic excellence during our yearly Honor Roll Breakfast. Our students went
on to celebrate their time at Edison during our end of year barbecue and class trip to Frogbridge Picnics, in Millstone
Township, NJ. The year was capped off on our last day of school as students cheered for all of their classmates who
participated in our yearly Spelling Bee. The administration, faculty, and staff are proud of all of our students and wish
them the very best as they move into 7th grade.

EMS Spring Honor Roll Breakfast

Pleasantdale Elementary 
School 5th grade



Attention Business Owners!
If you’re interested in reaching
community members, try
advertising in the West Orange
Outlook. This opportunity is
open to all businesses. Sign up
online at westorange.org or call
the Public Information Office at
973-325-4133.

In Case of Emergency: 
Homebound Residents 

The WO Office of Emergency Management
and the Health Department are creating a

list of homebound residents who may need
assistance in evacuating their homes in the

event of an emergency. For more
information and to register, please call 
Susan M. Iovino at (973) 325-4130.

STAY 
CONNECTED 
TO WOBOE

JOIN WOBOE FACEBOOK
facebook.com/woschools

FOLLOW WOBOE 
ON TWITTER

twitter.com/woschools

JOIN THE 
WOBOE ENEWS 

visit WOBOE.ORG

Discover West Orange the TV Show
Is currently airing on our local channel 36/45 

Sunday, Mondays and Thursdays 
Please check local listings for times. 




